
 

 

Programming Policy 

The Wauwatosa Public Library (WPL) supports its mission to strengthen our community and 

enrich lives by providing equitable access to information and encouraging lifelong learning by 

developing and presenting programs that provide opportunities for information, learning, and 

entertainment. Programming is an integral component of library services that: 

• Expands WPL’s role as a community resource 

• Introduces patrons and non-users to library resources 

• Provides opportunity for lifelong learning 

• Provides entertainment 

• Expands the visibility of WPL 

Not all programs and events that occur at WPL are covered by this policy. WPL meeting spaces 

can be used by the public; those uses are not WPL sponsored programs and are governed by 

the Meeting Spaces policy. This policy is intended to cover programs that are managed or 

sponsored by WPL. 

Responsibility for programming at WPL rests with the Library Director, who administers under 

the authority of the Board of Trustees. The Director, in turn, delegates the authority for program 

management to WPL department heads, who deliver WPL services through designated staff. 

WPL utilizes staff expertise, collections, services, and facilities in developing and delivering 

programming. WPL staff use the following criteria in making decisions on program topics, 

speakers, and accompanying resources: 

• Community needs and interests 

• Diversity, equity, and inclusion 

• Availability of program space 

• Treatment of content for intended audience 

• Presentation quality 

• Presenter or partner organization background and qualifications in content area 

• Budget 

• Relevance to community interests and issues 

• Historical or educational significance 

• Connection to other community programs, exhibitions, or events 

• Relation to WPL collections, resources, exhibits, and programs 

In addition, WPL draws upon other community resources in developing programs and actively 

partners with other government and community agencies, organizations, educational and 

cultural institutions, or individuals to develop and present co-sponsored public programs. 

Performers and presenters that reflect specialized or unique expertise may be utilized for library 

programs; performers and presenters will not be excluded from consideration because of their 



 

 

status in a protected class including, but not limited to, race, color, religion or creed, national 

origin or ancestry, sex (including gender, pregnancy, sexual orientation, and gender identity), 

age, physical or mental disability, veteran status, genetic information, and citizenship. WPL 

sponsorship of a program does not constitute an endorsement of the content of the program or 

the views expressed by participants. WPL staff who present programs do so as part of their 

regular job and are not hired as outside contractors for programming. 

WPL sponsored programs are not used for commercial, religious, or partisan purpose or for the 

solicitation of business.  Presenters at WPL programs may conduct sales of products after the 

program with permission of WPL staff.  

All WPL programs are open and free to the public. Registration may be required for planning 

purposes or when space is limited. Programs may be held at WPL or off site at another location. 

Reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities will be made upon request and if 

feasible. 

Photography and recording 

Programs sponsored by WPL within WPL or off-site may be photographed or recorded by WPL 

staff or its representatives. Attendance at WPL sponsored events constitutes the consent of all 

attendees and the consent of the parents or legal guardians of any minor children in attendance 

to the future use of photographs or recordings at the sole discretion of WPL. 

WPL may utilize photographs and recordings from public WPL sponsored programs on its 

website, social media, and in WPL publications. To ensure the privacy of individuals, including 

children, individuals will not be identified using full names or personal identifying information 

without the written approval from the individual, parent, or legal guardian. 

Participants may request in writing that their image not be used by WPL. 

Adopted by the Board of Trustees of the Wauwatosa Public Library on May 17, 2023. 

 


